Tell Your Story (Part One)

MAKE YOURSELF HEARD
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My name is Anna, and | come from a small beef and sheep
farm on the Welsh Borders...



I’m also an agricultural and rural affairs journalist,
author, television producer and radio broadcaster

guardian
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Society is too quick to

blame farmers for all our

planetary worries

-
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| think the ignorance of -

food production in this
country is staggering y

/The public perception of
farming is the worst part

. of being a farmer

~
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Being quoted in the media
is my biggest fear
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- ~ It’s blood, p!ss and poison
To me, ‘The Media’ - and they’re all the same
means bias, lies and - /

. propaganda
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THE MEDIA IS
BIASED...




...towards

THE STORY




UNDERSTANDING THE MEDIA



Have you ever...?



WHAT THE MEDIA WANTS



STORIES!




What makes a story?

*New or exclusive
*Peg / hook (the context)
*Angle (different to an ‘agenda’)



Anti-Bird flu measures in place
across Great Britain

® 1 hour ago

Bird keepers in England, Scotland and Wales must implement strict
biosecurity measures to stop bird flu spreading, the government has
announced.

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs introduced the
measure amid the country's largest ever bird flu outbreak.

It follows regional indoor housing measures introduced last week in Norfolk,
Suffolk and parts of Essex.

The risk to human health from the virus remains very low, the government
said.

| Free range geese at a farm in Oxfordshire

By Claire Marshall

BBC Environment & Rural Affairs Correspondent



Senior public health expert at WHO, David Nabarro, warned that should it
mutate and become more transmissible, a pandemic caused by H5N1 could
result in the deaths of anywhere between five and 150 million people.

It's hard to imagine such devastation.

Writing in the journal Emerging Infectious Diseases, scientists said: “If this virus

acquires human-to-human transmissibility with its present fatality rate of 50
percent, the resulting pandemic would be akin to a global tsunami.

“If it killed those infected at even a fraction of this rate, the results would be
catastrophic.”

How Bird Flu Could
Become A ‘Global
Tsunami’ Affecting
Humans As Outbreak

Rages On N




PLANT BASED NEWS

disrupting the conventional narrative




What makes a story?

*New or exclusive
*Peg / hook (the context)
*Angle (different to a ‘slant” or ‘agenda’)

*Relevance. Why should anyone else care about
this?

*Access (very important for agricultural stories)



Does it always have to be negative?

Crisis, conflict and complaint are the bread and
butter of news.

But the media isn’t on a mission to be negative...

The goal is to grab your attention.



It’s not all bad.
The media also likes...

v/ Triumph over adversity.
Bravery and emotion.

¢/ An underdog or ‘real
person’. Authenticity.

v/ Strong Images.




AND...

v/ Politics
v/ Exclusives / Exposé

v/ Easy to grasp solutions to complex problems (think
about this in the context of agroecology)

v’ Animals
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Bronze turkeys, Maremmas are
bred in central Italy to live with
flocks of sheep and protect them
from wolves and other predators,
and Ford is one of a handful of
farmers in the UK
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Fast-growing chickens: Judge ;
dismisses 'Frankenchickens' farming
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“My sister Googled ‘George Ford
Nempnett Pastures and all this came up.
This wouldn’t have been the case if it
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Telling Your Story is not about controlling the media — it’s
about working with it! Learn how to Play the Game &

¢/ Sum it up in a sentence. Know your topline.
¢/ What’s your angle or hook? Why now?
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activity.

s it relevant to your audience? Why should we care?

s it new or exclusive?

your story make the auc
your story look? Think a
you bring it to life? Thin
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oout location.

K about movement, sound and




BY UNDERSTANDING WHAT MAKES A GOOD
STORY...

YOU CAN OWN YOUR STORY and
COMMUNICATE IT WITH CONFIDENCE



Your ideas...

Would you change
anything?



emily@justfarmers.org
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